"Ni@am Rhodo"

Newsletter of the Niagara Chapter,
Rhododendron Society of Canada

District 12, Awmerican Rhodpdendron Soaieiy
October, 2014

Our Purpose: We are a non-profit organization whose aim is to promote, encourage and support interest in the genus
rhododendron. Our goal is to encourage gardeners to grow and appreciate these plants, by providing educational meetings
with knowledgeable speakers, access to topical publications and hosting joint meetings with other chapters.
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Word of Caution

By becoming a successful grower, the reader will be exposed to a
contagion for which there is no cure. Once infected with an
appreciation of rhododendrons and azaleas most gardeners spend
a lifetime collecting these most beautiful of all plants.
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Karel Bernady P4M in Philadelphia Chapter
Karel is very active in the American Rhododendron The Greater Philadelphia Chapter began its
Society. He has served as President of the Greater  Plants for Members Program in 1986 with a goal
Philadelphia Chapter and co-chairs the Plants and  to encourage its members to try new varieties of
Propagation Committee with responsibility for the rhododendrons. Many of these were hybrids not

Chapter's Plants for Members Program. He in commerce. When Karel Bernady began to
recently completed two terms as ARS Director of manage the program in 2003, he documented
District Eight. He serves as Chairman of the the propagation performance of the various
Trustees of the Research Foundation and co-chairs cultivars attempted. This experience led to
the Research Committee of the ARS. consideration of grafting as a possible solution

to the propagation difficulties with some
varieties. Karel will describe lessons learned
through this program and highlight the process
of grafting rhododendrons with unrooted
understocks.

Members’ September Picnic & P4AM

The Fall Picnic and the Plant for Member’s distribution held on September 26 was a resounding
success. Thirty members enjoyed the magnificent weather, the lovely setting at Lil Haworth’s
gardens, the wide variety of delectable pot-luck dishes and of course the culinary BBQ skills of
Graham Priest. Gord Polych and Peter Phelps were very helpful in delivering and organizing the P4M
plants. A splendid afternoon enjoyed by all.
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L Marian Little, Unidentified, Angela
Calixto . . . examining a garden treasure.

L-R John Calixto, Mike Little, Edith Kamada
Gwen Simpson, Rose Walsh.
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ARS & Local Membership fees for the Niagara Region Chapter are now due.

Membership in the Niagara Region Chapter, Rhododendron Society of Canada, are valid for the
calendar year.

We ask that all ARS fees be submitted to the membership secretary, Lille Haworth, as soon as
possible. The ARS membership office requires that fees be transmitted to the International
office late in October so that Journal deliveries can be expedited reliably.

Local Membership entitles members to:

1. Newsletters/notices sent by email; this is for a $5 membership fee. OR

Newsletters/notices sent by Canada Post; this is for a $10 membership fee.

10% discount at the spring plant sale.

Advance notice of plants available.

Ability to pre-order for the Annual Plant Sale.

PAM's (Plants for Members) available only to members. These are specially acquired plants
available to members at or near cost.

Participation in Research Projects such as evaluation of the Brueckner hybrids.

7. Garden Tours Open only to members.
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Please return section below with payment made payable to ARS Niaga ra to:

Lille Haworth, 4 Deer Park Court, Grimsby, ON, L3M2R2 OR........ .
Bring your cheque for payment at the meeting on Sunday November 16, 2014.

NAME: ot s AdAresS: ...oevieiiieciecire e st s
Telephone: ... e Email: oo
ARS or Niagara Local Membership) ......... (S5 e-mail or $10 Canada Post or $35 ARS) ..............

NOTE: Membership in ARS ($35.00 CDN) entitles members to all Local Chapter
benefits shown above...... Plus..... .

The quarterly, colourful and informative ARS Journal.

Access to special plant acquisitions made by the Niagara Chapter for ARS members.
Priority access to plants from Species Foundation.

Free Entrance to Species Foundation Gardens in Seattle, Washington.

Priority access to the seed exchange.

Discounts on books.

S

If you chose ARS membership, please provide the information requested above and send your
cheque for $35 CDN to Lille Haworth.




Introduction to Propagating
Rhododendrons!

Rhododendrons can be propagated sexually, from
seed, or asexually (vegetatively) from cuttings,
layers, grafts or by tissue culture. Different seedlings
from a cross between two different plants may
exhibit characteristics of either parent or both. While
seedlings from a self-pollinated species
rhododendron will tend to resemble its parent, even
they will exhibit some variability. The only way to
faithfully reproduce a particular plant is to make a
copy of it (a clone) by vegetative means.

Note: Rhododendrons include all lepidotes,
elepidotes, evergreen and deciduous azaleas.

Layering: Think of layers as cuttings which remain
attached to the parent until roots have formed.
Layers occur naturally in the garden when low
growing plants are heavily mulched, thus partially
burying some of the branches. Gardeners can use Air
Layering by wrapping a portion of slightly wounded
branch in moist peat moss and securing it with black
plastic for several months. After several months,
roots will form at the point where the branch is
scraped.

Lee Valley Tools, a purveyor of interesting gardening
and woodworking equipment, sells a Rooter Pot
which efficiently assists in creating roots using this
principle.
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This system is easy to install, holds extra
moisture easily, adds additional water easily and
allows for easy inspection of the developing root
system. Once roots have formed the branch is
cut off just under the pot to remove the newly
rooted plant from the mother plant. The rooter
pot is removed and the rooted plant is inserted to
a container or directly into the soil.

Rooting Cuttings of Rhododendrons

Evergreen Azaleas: Evergreen azaleas are
relatively easy to root. Cuttings are taken early in
the spring when they are somewhere between soft
and brittle: they should not bend like rubber, and
should not snap like a matchstick. At the proper
time the candidate for cutting will probably be
putting out a new terminal bud.

The stem cutting is wounded, soaked in a hormone
solution, inserted into a medium of 50/50 peat and
perlite (although various other mixtures of peat,
coarse perlite, sand, fine pine bark and vermiculite
are used) in a small pot which itself is inserted into
a zip-lock plastic bag. This is then placed under
gro-lights or in shade for a period of 6 to 8 weeks,
when roots should be developing. The rooted
cuttings are then transplanted to larger pots
containing peat moss, sand and leaf mold and kept
from freezing temperatures in a greenhouse or
cold frame for at least one year.

Deciduous Azaleas: These cuttings are more
difficult to root. The first problem is rooting them
at all, and the second problem is getting them to
break into new growth after they have grown some
roots. The hyperlink provided here describes the
special techniques involved in this process.

Rhododendron Cuttings: Don Hyatt? describes his

techniques for rooting rhododendron cuttings. His

recommendations involve the following steps:

1. Selection: Choose smaller cuttings without
flower buds.

2. Preparation: Make short cuttings - trim larger
leaves.

3. Wounding: Remove a thin piece of bark from
both sides of the stem cutting.

4. Sterilization: Soak cuttings for 5 minutes in 10%
Clorox solution

5. Hormone: Dip cuttings for 5 seconds in Dip 'N
Grow.
Potting up: Insert cuttings, enclose in a clear
plastic bag

We note that in our experience these methods

work well for a small number of plants, not all

rhododendron cultivars root equally readily. One

must also be sensitive to time of year when the

cuttings are taken.

1 Some of this content is copied and edited from http://azaleas.org/index.pl/azpropagate.html

2 This material is abstracted from Don Hyatt http://www.donaldhyatt.com/ARSPVC/articles/rhododendroncuttings.html



http://azaleas.org/index.pl/azpropagate.html
http://www.donaldhyatt.com/ARSPVC/articles/rhododendroncuttings.html
http://www.leevalley.com/en/garden/page.aspx?p=46938&cat=2,47236
http://www.rhodoniagara.org/900x/19.jpg
http://www.rhodoniagara.org/900x/19.jpg
http://azaleas.org/index.pl/azpropagate.html
http://azaleas.org/index.pl/azpropagate.html
http://www.donaldhyatt.com/ARSPVC/articles/rhododendroncuttings.html
http://www.rhodoniagara.org/900x/19.jpg�

Brief Encounter by Christina Woodward

One evening as dusk was rapidly closing on a
summer day, | was doing my usual walkabout for a

final check on the garden. Rounding the corner of the

house, | had the shock of my life as | almost bumped
right into a huge young buck as he stood by the bird
feeder calmly slurping out the seed with his big
tongue. He was quite unafraid, and responded
playfully to my “shooing” which proved a useless
tactic. We then played chase for a few minutes,
another useless tactic. A loud noise finally sent him
on his way. | was quite sorry to see him leave. He
was a beauty, sleek and strong, clear-eyed, and at
one with nature as with

humans.

We met again a few weeks later, same time, same
place. He was handsome, unafraid, and | was in awe.
His stubby antlers had grown and by now must be
majestic head gear. | knew that he was a regular at

the bird feeder, because no sooner had I filled it than

it would be empty the next day. My birds usually
need a refill every 2-3 weeks. This was becoming an
expensive proposition. | took to putting out small

portions to deter his reliance on this food source and

while this seems to have kept him at bay and my
wallet healthy, will he be back in the dead of winter?
When the fresh green rhododendron leaves will be
plentiful and oh-so-irresistible? That will be the end
of my summer love!

Editor’s Note: Many rhododendron growers have
attempted to find ways to prevent devastation of
rhododendrons and azaleas by deer. See . . ... ..
http://www.rhodyman.net/rhodynho.php#anchor262013

The Joy of Plant Diversity

Christina Woodward oversees her family’s
rhododendron gardens. But the grounds have more
than rhododendrons growing on them.

There are a number of chestnut trees growing
edible chestnuts. Each year, in mid-October, the
family looks forward to fresh chestnuts and
Christina looks for key signs that the chestnuts are
ripening. But the squirrels are too fast and too
practiced as they gather up the nuts. Until this
year. She writes, “When | saw squirrels being very
busy, and lots of husks on the ground | decided to
take action and covered groups of chestnuts on the
branches with nylon netting. In a few days the
husks were beginning to pop open so | decided to
cut the chestnuts off the branches and gathered 3
half bushel containers. These | put in the garage
and after 2 weeks the husks turned brown and the
nuts were popping out. Would you believe the
squirrels were successfully foiled this year and |
gathered 15 Ibs of chestnuts!! It took me a couple
of hours and many tiny splinters to clean out all the
spikey husks and voila, 15 Ibs later, | took the
photos”.
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Fall Colour with Rhododendrons &
Companion Plants.

Photo by Christina Woodward
e, T -

Photo by Harold Greer Luteum “Golden Comet”

Photo by Kristian Theqvist Acer palmatum "Garnet"
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